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But this is about adoption. This is
not about anything else. This is not
about taking anything away from any-
body. This is about giving them the op-
portunity to understand the options
that they do have in an unplanned
pregnancy.

Mr. Chairman, I reserve the balance
of my time.

Ms. LEE. Mr. Chair, as I close, while
this amendment focuses on adoption
services, we cannot ignore what is
missing from this bill and from this
process, and that is an opportunity to
vote on the amendment to fund Title X
Family Planning. We must restore
funding for family planning services;
invest in a comprehensive approach
that prioritizes health promotion, edu-
cation, services, and care; and an ap-
proach that includes sex education pro-
grams, better access to birth control,
and reproductive health services.

I am extremely concerned about the
cut that this amendment imposes on
the Children and Families account at
HHS. I oppose this amendment. This is
cutting funds from Head Start, Run-
away and Homeless Youth grants, and
the Community Services Block Grant,
among other critical programs.

Mr. Chairman, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time.

Mr. KELLY of Pennsylvania. Mr.
Chairman, 1 appreciate the gentle-
woman’s comments. What this is really
about is 2 million couples willing to
adopt children in the United States. It
is hard for me to stand here today and
say that it would be a much different
world if people were really given the
opportunity to understand what their
options are and be able to fulfill the
wishes of over 2 million couples in the
United States who are looking to adopt
a child. I think that is incredibly im-
portant, and I don’t understand why we
couldn’t look at something like that
and say this is about adoption. That is
all it is about.

Now, this is fully endorsed, by the
way, by the National Council for Adop-
tion.

At this time, I would also offer my
condolences to Ms. DELAURO for the
loss of her mother. She is a fine lady,
and I am sure that, no matter what,
she will look back on the years she
spent with her mother and cherish
every one of those.

Mr. Chairman, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time.

The Acting CHAIR (Mr. MITCHELL).
The question is on the amendment of-
fered by the gentleman from Pennsyl-
vania (Mr. KELLY).

The amendment was agreed to.

Mr. COLE. Mr. Chairman, I move
that the Committee do now rise.

The motion was agreed to.

Accordingly, the Committee rose;
and the Speaker pro tempore (Mr.
SIMPSON) having assumed the chair,
Mr. MITCHELL, Acting Chair of the
Committee of the Whole House on the
state of the Union, reported that that
Committee, having had under consider-
ation the bill (H.R. 3354) making appro-
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priations for the Department of the In-
terior, environment, and related agen-
cies for the fiscal year ending Sep-
tember 30, 2018, and for other purposes,
had come to no resolution thereon.

——————

REPORT ON RESOLUTION PRO-
VIDING FOR CONSIDERATION OF
H.R. 3697, CRIMINAL ALIEN GANG
MEMBER REMOVAL ACT, AND
PROVIDING FOR PROCEEDINGS
DURING THE PERIOD FROM SEP-
TEMBER 15, 2017, THROUGH SEP-
TEMBER 22, 2017

Mr. COLLINS of Georgia, from the
Committee on Rules, submitted a priv-
ileged report (Rept. No. 115-307) on the
resolution (H. Res. 513) providing for
consideration of the bill (H.R. 3697) to
amend the Immigration and Nation-
ality Act with respect to aliens associ-
ated with criminal gangs, and for other
purposes, and providing for proceedings
during the period from September 15,
2017, through September 22, 2017, which
was referred to the House Calendar and
ordered to be printed.

———

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR,

ENVIRONMENT, AND RELATED
AGENCIES APPROPRIATIONS
ACT, 2018

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to House Resolution 504 and rule
XVIII, the Chair declares the House in
the Committee of the Whole House on
the state of the Union for the further
consideration of the bill, H.R. 3354.

Will the gentleman from Michigan

(Mr. MITCHELL) kindly resume the
chair.
0 1922
IN THE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE
Accordingly, the House resolved

itself into the Committee of the Whole
House on the state of the Union for the
further consideration of the bill (H.R.
3354) making appropriations for the De-
partment of the Interior, environment,
and related agencies for the fiscal year
ending September 30, 2018, and for
other purposes, with Mr. MITCHELL
(Acting Chair) in the chair.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The Acting CHAIR. When the Com-
mittee of the Whole rose earlier today,
amendment No. 156 printed in House
Report 155-297, offered by the gen-
tleman from Pennsylvania (Mr. KELLY)
had been disposed of.
AMENDMENT NO. 158 OFFERED BY MS. BONAMICI

The Acting CHAIR. It is now in order
to consider amendment No. 158 printed
in House Report 115-297.

Ms. BONAMICI. Mr. Chairman, I have
an amendment at the desk.

The Acting CHAIR. The Clerk will
designate the amendment.

The text of the amendment is as fol-
lows:

Page 767, line 24, insert ‘‘(increased by
$51,000,000”’) after the dollar amount.

Page 770, line 18, insert ‘‘(reduced by
$64,000,000"’) after the 1st dollar amount.

The Acting CHAIR. Pursuant to
House Resolution 504, the gentlewoman
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from Oregon (Ms. BONAMICI) and a
Member opposed each will control 5
minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from Oregon.

Ms. BONAMICI. Mr. Chairman, I rise
today to offer an amendment to in-
crease funding for senior nutrition pro-
grams under title III of the Older
Americans Act. My amendment funds
these programs at levels authorized by
the House just last year.

We are in the middle of an unprece-
dented demographic shift as this coun-
try ages. The population of older adults
is growing faster than at any point in
history. As we grow older, we all want
people across the country to be able to
age with dignity, health, and independ-
ence in their own homes and commu-
nities for as long as possible.

For more than 50 years, the Older
Americans Act has supported commu-
nity-based providers that reach more
than 11 million seniors and caregivers
annually in each and every one of our
districts providing person-centered as-
sistance to help people age in place.
These critical OAA services include
home-delivered and congregate meals
to make sure that older adults are get-
ting the nutrition needed to keep them
healthy and engaged, which reduces
the risk of falls, depression, and other
negative outcomes.

Just a few weeks ago, I had the pleas-
ure of joining dedicated volunteers to
deliver Meals on Wheels to seniors in
northwest Oregon. I highly recommend
this to my colleagues. You can see
firsthand the value of these programs
and how important these meals and
visits are to our constituents who rely
on them.

The Older Americans Act also covers
transportation to get older adults to
the doctor, the grocery store, or even
to a local senior center to engage with
friends and avoid isolation. The OAA
funds critical disaster assistance re-
sponse efforts for seniors and commu-
nities like those just devastated by
Hurricanes Harvey and Irma.

Unfortunately, funding for the Older
Americans Act has drastically lagged
behind the growth in the older adult
population, the increasing need for
services, and the rising cost of deliv-
ering these supports. This stagnant
and, in some areas, eroding Federal in-
vestment in OAA programs costs us
more in the long term. When seniors
can’t stay healthy at home, they end
up in hospitals paid for by Medicare or
in institutional long-term care, often
funded by Medicaid. Both are far more
expensive than adequate investments
in the Older Americans Act to keep
seniors healthy at home for as long as
possible.

Support for the Older American Act
is strongly bipartisan. Last year, Con-
gress voted without opposition to reau-
thorize the Older Americans Act, a bill
that included modest increases in au-
thorized funding levels.

Unfortunately, annual appropriations
still fall woefully short of these
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